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It’s bad news for students 
driving to campus everyday: 
There’s even less parking and 
Campus Drive is closed. The 
disruption will persist for months 
due to an expansion of the football 
stadium.
Construction to add 2,000 seats 
to the east side of Washington-
Grizzly Stadium, for a total of 
more than 25,000 seats, caused the 
temporary removal of 50 parking 
spots. The portion of Campus 
Drive around the stadium is only 
open to service vehicles and buses. 
Access to the remaining stretch of 
road is only accessible at Beckwith 
Avenue.
Quality Construction, the 
contractor for the expansion, began 
working in early December and 
needs the road and surrounding 
area for their equipment, company 
president Flint Olsen said.
The Board of Regents has 
allotted about $5.75 million for 
the expansion, said Jerry Ballas, 
project leader for planning and 
construction at Facilities Services.
Construction crews are 
currently placing concrete footings 
and beams, but soon a large crane 
will be brought in for lifting the 
steel seating structure into place, 
Olsen said.
Olsen said he “knows it’s 
a disruption to college life,” 
and he “appreciates everyone’s 
cooperation.”
Crews expect to fi nish the 
project by Aug. 15, in time for 
the fi rst football game, and it’s 
possible fences will stay up until 
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On Campus Today
• 4 – 8:30 p.m.“Impacted Nation,” Meloy and Paxon galleries
• 7 p.m. Presenter Manuela Well-Off-Man, Meloy Gallery
• 7 p.m. Basketball: UM vs. Eastern Washington, Dahlberg Arena
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Preview tonight’s bball 
match up against EWU.
Check us out 
on the Web at
www.montanakaimin.com
A new $110,000 Park-N-Ride 
bus, adorned in maroon and silver, 
made its fi rst rounds Tuesday. 
The 21-foot-long bus is the size 
of the Bio Bus and seats about 20 
riders. It runs a 20-minute loop 
from the University of Montana 
main campus to the College of 
Technology Monday through 
Friday from 7:25 a.m. to 5:25 
p.m.
UM bought the COT bus 
using a loan, which students are 
paying back. Everyone foots part 
of the bill through a $10 increase 
in semester tuition fees. This 
increase started last semester, with 
each student now paying $22.50 in 
transportation fees.
The fees most likely will not go 
back down, said Nancy Wilson, 
director of the ASUM Offi ce of 
Transportation. 
“The fee will stay continuous,” 
Wilson said, “because, as South 
Campus expands, we’ll have to 
add buses.”
Two more new buses that are 
10 feet longer than the new COT 
bus and cost $276,000 apiece will 
soon reach the university, Wilson 
said. One bus arrives on Missoula 
streets this spring, but the other 
won’t be here until the fall, Wilson 
Traffi c jams and new bus plans
Stadium expansion closes part of Campus Drive; new COT bus route
Campus 
Drive may 
reopen by
August 15
Kenneth Billington / Montana Kaimin
The new bus that offers rides to and from the main campus to the College of Technology picks up 
Gretchen Smith, a senior in English literature, while Alissa Bell and Matthew Murray enjoy a conversa-
tion Wednesday afternoon on their way to class.
Hugh Carey/Montana Kaimin
Traffi c around UM has shown signs of congestion since the stadium expansion construction began over winter break, closing a portion of Campus Drive.  The 
construction should be fi nished by August 15. See CAMPUS DRIVE, page 4
See NEW BUS, page 4
Trevon Milliard
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After two senators resigned 
over winter break, Wednesday 
night ASUM welcomed former 
Senator Jacob Childers as the 
newly appointed Student Political 
Action director. 
As the new director, Childers 
said he hopes to increase voter 
awareness and registration, and to 
fi ght apathy among students. He 
said he wants to put on a series 
of debates and forums, including 
student speakers from different 
parts of the campus, to accomplish 
these goals.
Last year’s SPA director, Rob 
Harper, resigned over winter 
break. In his letter of resignation 
he said that being director was a 
positive experience. Harper took a 
job at the Missoula Independent.
Harper suggested to ASUM 
President Dustin Leftridge 
that Childers be nominated for 
the position. When Leftridge 
approached Childers about 
nominating him as the new 
director, he said Childers was 
“very overwhelmed, but excited.” 
“Jake spends lots of time getting 
students involved in politics. He’ll 
be great for this job,” Leftridge 
said. 
Senators Allie Harrison and 
Matthew Fennel agreed with 
Leftridge that Childers is the right 
person for the position.
“I’m thrilled to be working with 
him this coming semester,” said 
Harrison. “We’ll get a lot done.”
Childers resigned from his 
senate seat during Wednesday 
night’s meeting so that he could 
then be appointed as the SPA 
director.
The SPA is a non-partisan 
organization. According to 
Childers, the organization works 
to inform students on global, 
national, and local politics. 
This year’s main campaign is 
War on Apathy. This is a fun way 
of involving students with this 
issue, Childers said.
“There are 14,000 students 
on campus, all of which are old 
enough to vote, and these issues 
infl uence them,” he said. “It is 
vital that they are aware of what’s 
going on.”
“We have a large load ahead of 
us,” Childers said. “This year is 
going to be an amazing year.”
Also at Wednesday’s meeting:
• Leftridge discussed the new 
ASUM bus, which he said is nice 
Amy Faxon
MONTANA KAIMIN
ASUM 
appoints Jake 
Childers as 
SPA director
See ASUM, page 4
Ten dollar fee increase buys new buses for campus
Trevon Milliard
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Keep the government off 
my vacation time.
EDITORIAL
Cutting federal 
holidays could mean 
better vacations
I respect Martin Luther King Jr. He was a dedicated and 
inspiring leader who fostered the ideas of 
tolerance and racial equality and became 
an integral part in America’s civil rights 
movement.
That said, I think we should have gone 
to class on Monday.
To be fair, we could also attend class on 
Veterans Day and Washington’s Birthday.
And, at risk of sounding like the Grinch, 
I also think Christmas Day as a federal 
vacation should go.
No, I’m not a holiday-hating, unpatriotic 
racist who lives for university lectures, 
loathes apple pie, and refuses to celebrate 
Christmas. I just don’t like the idea of the government mandating 
when Americans should take their vacation time.
There are ten federal holidays, and each one should be 
abolished. 
If the federal government mandates any holiday it should be 
Election Day, which is essential to ensure that Americans can 
exercise their right to vote by not being detained from the voting 
booth due to work or classes.
I’m not advocating less vacation days. People need time away 
from work to relax and have fun, to be with family and friends, 
to celebrate special days with barbeques or fancy dinners, to 
travel, and to complete personal projects. But if there weren’t 
set vacation days, people would have more opportunities to take 
their holidays when it best suits their personal choices.
The fi rst words of the First Amendment read: Congress 
shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion…Yet 
it is a federal law that government employees do not work on 
Christmas Day. If this was not a federal holiday, anyone could 
still have the option of taking off Christmas Day, while those 
who do not celebrate Christmas or those who want to gather with 
family on a different day could still work on December 25.
Ending federally mandated holidays would also give public 
schools, such as the University of Montana, more freedom in 
deciding when to create breaks from class.
Aside from a winter break that includes Christmas Day 
and New Year’s Day, UM currently closes for fi ve specifi c 
federal holidays. But rather than having individual days off for 
holidays like Washington’s Birthday and Labor Day, UM could 
give students and professors a weeklong fall break in October. 
Personally, enjoying Montana in the fall by having time to camp, 
fi sh or hike with friends sounds preferable to single days off in 
November and February when the temperature is cold and skies 
are gray.
Many federal holidays were created to honor the 
accomplishments, ideals and sacrifi ces of important American 
individuals and groups. But when taking the specifi c day off, 
do we really focus on labor organizations, past presidents, civil 
rights, veterans and European explorers? For most students, a 
day such as Martin Luther King Jr. Day is celebrated by sleeping 
late, traveling back to school from winter break or spending 
one last day watching movies and playing video games before 
classes begin.
Abolishing federal holidays doesn’t mean we can’t have days 
when Americans are encouraged to remember our veterans, 
admire past leaders, and celebrate national pride. But by ending 
the mandatory breaks, we could reserve our vacation days for 
those times when we really want a holiday from work and 
school.
Emma Schmautz
News Editor
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Clinton vs. the Obama fairy tale
DURHAM, N.C. – I refuse to 
vote for Hillary Clinton. If she is 
my party’s nominee in November, 
I will follow my red, white and 
blue heart, and – like my apathetic 
fellow Americans – I simply won’t 
vote.
But don’t tell P. Diddy. I heard 
he kills people who don’t vote.
Hillary Clinton bores me. She’s 
an unexciting hack, someone who 
craved power as president of the 
Young Republicans at Wellesley 
and only a few years later as a 
leftist, antiwar activist on the same 
campus. As a Yale Law student, 
she worked at Treuhaft, Walker 
and Burnstein, a left-wing law fi rm 
associated with Communist Party 
members. She then graduated 
and soon found herself at Rose 
Law Firm, an ancient Arkansas 
fi rm dripping with prestige, 
corporate money and relatively 
few Communists. And, of course, 
Clinton went from fi rst lady of 
Arkansas to senator from New 
York-and somewhere in the 
process became a Yankees fan.
Clinton’s career seems like a 
long, desperate grope at power 
and prestige, one more concerned 
with positioning than conviction. 
I compare her to Barack Obama, 
who had the legal world by the 
throat after serving as the fi rst 
black president of the Harvard Law 
Review, and I see two drastically 
different people.
According to a recent Legal 
Times article, Obama had federal 
judges clawing at his back, 
desperate to hire him as a clerk. 
A clerkship can be something 
like a genie’s lamp in the legal 
profession, granting fresh new 
lawyers respect, prestige and fast 
money. But Obama said no. He just 
wanted to help people in Chicago, 
legal superstardom be damned.
At Dartmouth College on the 
night before the New Hampshire 
primaries, former President Bill 
Clinton attacked Obama’s claims 
of consistent opposition to the Iraq 
war, saying, “This whole thing 
is the biggest fairy tale I’ve ever 
seen.”
I agree; this campaign is a fairy 
tale.
America has found a leader, 
someone who has rejected 
temptations of power throughout 
his community-minded life. 
Despite his liberality, independents 
and even Republicans cherish 
Obama as a level-headed politician 
devoted to uniting his fellow 
Americans. But in his way stands 
Sen. Clinton, who for decades has 
leapfrogged between positions 
of power, marinating in her own 
ambition and preparing for her 
inevitable presidency.
This is a fairy tale because of 
Obama’s heroic potential. In the 
eyes of the world, our president is 
a metaphor, a manifestation of the 
American character. Currently that 
metaphor consists of a ruddy-faced 
frat-boy sitting backwards on a 
slow-moving pony, alternately 
fi ring a six-shooter at Arab children 
and chugging a can of Bud Light 
while his born-again Christian 
wife chases behind, swatting at 
his booze with the family Bible. 
But we can replace President Bush 
with a brilliant, biracial scholar; 
a human being who wrote poetry 
and heartfelt memoirs, who chose 
a life of conviction over one 
of triangulation.It’s a fairy tale 
because of America’s centuries-
long quest to show the world what 
freedom looks like.
Last spring at a New York 
City bar, I met a German woman 
working in the U.S. but desperate 
to return to the safety of Europe. 
When I mentioned Barack Obama, 
she looked at me skeptically and 
asked if I really thought America 
would elect a black president.
At the time, I was offended. 
“Well, is Germany ready to elect 
a Turkish president?” I snapped 
back.
But since then I’ve realized how 
common that question is asked 
around the world. Our generation 
can answer. Hillary Clinton wants 
to take that opportunity away from 
us.
And it’s a fairy tale because of 
the dreary alternative: Clinton and 
the stale status quo of American 
politics (unless, of course, the 
G.O.P. candidate poses a tough 
challenge in November, making 
even Clinton look like an epic, 
Luke Skywalker-esque fairy tale 
hero). Clinton is a lame policy 
wonk, at least when compared with 
Obama, one who thinks policy-
making acumen is more important 
than the ability to inspire human 
beings.
In early January Hillary Clinton 
said, “Dr. King’s dream began to 
be realized when President Lyndon 
Johnson passed the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964. It took a president to 
get it done.”
Perhaps most disturbing about 
these comments is Clinton’s 
underlying leadership ideal: LBJ 
fueled the civil rights movement 
with his brilliant, bathroom-door-
open politicking. Forget the MLK 
“fairy tale;” forget his speeches and 
his marches; forget the emotional 
punch Americans felt when they 
saw demonstrators led by Dr. King 
careen across asphalt under the 
immense pressure of fi re hoses. 
Washingtonian technocracy molds 
the life and values of America, not 
its individual heroes.
America needs leaders who can 
translate the world into digestible 
emotion, human terms that 
transcend policy wonkishness. 
Good leaders guide public opinion 
in the right direction, creating the 
political opportunity for policy. 
They do this by providing hope, 
sometimes through fairy tales.
And while I believe Barack 
Obama is uniquely qualifi ed to lead 
this country, it’s that nonfi ctional 
fairy tale he can give us that 
leaves me pining for an Obama 
presidency.
In fact, I will vote in November-
but if Clinton is the Democratic 
nominee, I’ll be writing in Obama. 
Just don’t tell P. Diddy. I really 
hated that “Vote or Die” junk.
Mike Devlin
THE CHRONICLE (DUKE)
 
The Kaimin accepts 
letters to the editor
 and guest columns.
Letters should be 300 words or fewer, and 
columns should be about 700 words. 
Send to letters@kaimin.umt.edu, or drop them off in Don Anderson Hall 208. 
Make sure to include a phone number where we can reach you.
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Wanted
 The Kaimin is now taking applications for all 
positions. Pick one up in Anderson Hall 208
• Reporters 
• Copy editors
• Designers
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then, Ballas said.
Campus Drive may open this 
spring but don’t count on it, he 
said.
“We have to assume Campus 
Drive will stay closed,” Ballas 
said, “because construction crews 
need room and there isn’t much 
around that stadium.”
UM buses will still be allowed 
access to Campus Drive by 
winding around the construction 
site through Facilities Services’ 
parking lot, Ballas said.
At fi rst, buses weren’t going 
to be permitted through the 
construction area, Ballas said, but 
negotiations with the ASUM Offi ce 
of Transportation convinced the 
construction company that access 
was necessary.
“When losing parking, there 
needs to be more bus transportation 
made available,” Ballas said. “We 
need to think about the effects.”
Parking will also be cut down 
on Eddy Avenue south of the 
School of Law. The law school’s 
renovation and expansion will take 
18 months, and part of Eddy will 
be closed that entire time, Olsen 
said.
Due to the limited parking, the 
ASUM Offi ce of Transportation 
encourages students to ride the 
bus, said director Nancy Wilson. 
The bus has become convenient, 
and it keeps wallets safe from high 
gas prices, she said.
Last fall, UM Park-N-Ride 
buses carried 153,000 riders, the 
most ever in a semester, Wilson 
said. She expects a higher volume 
of passengers this semester because 
usually more students use the bus 
during the spring.
Bus arrival times are 
approximate and may be delayed 
because ASUM Transportation 
doesn’t know how construction 
congestion will affect buses, 
Wilson said. But bus routes are still 
the same despite road closures. 
said.
The additional buses won’t 
increase the total number running 
the streets because they are merely 
replacing old ones. The fl eet will 
have six buses, half of which will 
be brand new.
One of the new buses is being 
paid for through the student 
fee increase. The other will be 
funded by three UM groups: 
Students Affairs, the Offi ce of 
Administration and Finance and 
ASUM Offi ce of Transportation, 
Wilson said.
All of the buses use biodiesel, 
Wilson said.
UM usually buys used buses, 
but, after spending $40,000 
on repairs last semester, a new 
purchase seemed more viable, 
Wilson said.
“We might as well be buying 
new because it adds up to the same 
lost on long repairs,” Wilson said.
The ASUM Offi ce of 
Transportation also used to 
buy secondhand buses because 
there weren’t enough riders to 
make buying new buses a good 
investment, Wilson said. Now, 
the amount of riders continues to 
increase. 
Last semester a record high 
of 153,000 riders took UM Park-
N-Ride buses, Wilson said. She 
expects that record to be broken 
again this semester since more 
people ride the bus in the spring, 
she said.
The COT route was started last 
semester when only an older, used 
bus was available, Wilson said. 
“Sometimes, we ran a van 
because we didn’t have enough 
equipment,” she said.
Wilson said she was surprised 
to see that last semester the 
experimental COT bus route had 
20,800 riders. 
“We were only projecting about 
half that,” she said. “We were 
pleasantly surprised.”
The new bus that took over 
the COT route went from being 
nearly empty to full at the stop 
near Pantzer Hall on Wednesday 
at noon. 
Wilson said she suspects 
the increased number of people 
hopping onto buses “might have 
something to do with higher 
gas prices, people being more 
environmentally conscience, and 
the buses’ convenience.”
Bill Gillespie, a computer/
electronics teacher at the COT, 
said he rides the bus four or fi ve 
times per week. 
“The bus is a nice resource for 
people who don’t want to have a 
car in Missoula,” he said.  
But Gillespie disapproves 
buying a “new, shiny bus” when 
the old one was suffi cient, he said. 
“As far as I’m concerned, that’s 
a lot of money,” Gillespie said.
But others approve of the new 
vehicles and the transportation fee 
increase.
Student Brandy Korner, 18, 
rides the bus three days per week 
and said $10 more a semester is 
worth it.
“With the gas that it saves and 
the headaches, $10 a semester is 
completely fair,” she said.
All students should pay the 
transportation fee, Korner said.
“If you’re not riding the bus, 
that’s your own choice,” she said. 
“Can’t exactly add more parking 
lots.”
Student Nicole Taranto, 18, 
doesn’t use Park-N-Ride buses, but 
she says UM shouldn’t make only 
riders pay the tuition fee “because 
then you’d have to rethink every 
fee we pay for.”
“Everyone doesn’t read the 
Kaimin,” she said. “Should they 
have to pay?”
With a new semester 
starting, members of the 
ASUM have a few goals they 
hope to accomplish.
Sen. Dan Dodds wants to 
fairly allocate student funds 
by splitting the money up 
evenly between student groups 
through lobbying. Dodds is 
head of the commencement 
committee and wants to get 
Charles Barkley to speak at the 
UM commencement in May.
Sen. Allie Harrison and 
Business Manager Erica 
Henderson are concerned about 
the student group budgeting 
process. Harrison wants to 
help student groups understand 
the budgeting process and get 
them involved in it sooner, 
rather than later. 
Henderson’s primary 
goal is to have the ASUM 
budgeting session run 
smoothly by reminding student 
organizations of budgeting 
and application deadlines, she 
said.
Keeping ASUM organized 
and together is Vice President 
Tara Ness’ fi rst priority this 
semester. She also wants to 
continue projects from last 
semester such as student rights 
programs and student group 
workshops.
President Dustin Leftridge’s 
biggest goal is to continue work 
on projects they had just begun 
last semester. The sustainability 
movement on campus and the 
new recycling program are 
just getting started. Leftridge 
hopes to continue and solidify 
these projects throughout the 
semester, he said.
–  Amy Faxon
Hugh Carey/Montana Kaimin
ASUM President Dustin Leftridge speaks during the 
ASUM meeting, as Vice President Tara Ness listens, 
on the UC third fl oor Wednesday evening. Leftridge 
appointed former Sen. Jacob Childers as the new 
Student Political Action director. 
ASUM looks to the future
because it doesn’t break down 
on a daily basis. He also 
discussed the bike racks that 
were installed in front of the 
Davidson Honors College.
• Sen. Sean Morrison 
suggested that the Mansfi eld 
Library should have all class 
textbooks on reserve for 
students, and hopes to discuss 
the issue with the Mansfi eld 
Library and the ASUM senate 
in the future.
ASUM
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Home games
• Thursday, Jan. 24 – 
Griz basketball vs. Eastern 
Washington, 7 p.m.
• Saturday, Jan. 26 
– Lady Griz basketball vs. 
Northern Colorado, 7 p.m.
Sports Briefs
Big sky 
scoreboard
Weber State 69, Sacramento 
State 56
Kaimin Sports
Thursday, January 24, 2008 
Men’s bball
School  Big Sky All
Northern Arizona     5-1 13-6
Weber State     5-1 10-8
Portland State     4-2 11-8
Idaho State     3-2 6-12
Eastern Washington 3-3 8-12
Montana State     2-3 10-8
Northern Colorado   2-4 8-10
Montana     1-4 7-11
Sacramento State     1-6 3-15
Women’s bball
School  Big Sky All
Montana                 4-1     14-4
Portland State     4-1 14-4
Idaho State     4-1 12-5
Northern Colorado   3-1 9-8
Montana State     3-2 8-9
Sacramento State     2-3 4-13
Weber State     1-4 7-10
Northern Arizona     1-4 5-13
Eastern Washington 0-5 3-15
Side
lines
Basketball: Senior forward 
Andrew Strait is 16th in 
Division I basketball in fi eld 
goal percentage for games 
through Jan. 20. Junior Kenny 
George, a 7-foot-7 center 
for UNC Asheville leads 
the nation with 71.9 percent 
shooting. Strait is shooting 
62.3 percent. Fellow Big 
Sky Conference player Kyle 
Landry of Northern Arizona is 
31st, shooting 57.9 percent.
Poker: Century Gaming is 
teaming up with the Grizzly 
Scholarship Association 
for a fundraiser, hosting 
Montana’s fi rst statewide 
poker tournament. Qualifying 
tournaments begin this 
Saturday at Nickels Gaming 
Parlor in Helena and the Hilton 
Garden Inn in Kalispell. The 
grand prize is a $10,000 seat at 
the 2008 World Series of Poker 
in Las Vegas. Buy-ins for the 
weekend are $150, and the top 
fi ve fi nishers will advance to 
the championship round, held 
at Missoula’s Press Box Sports 
Bar and Casino on April 13. 
Those who don’t qualify this 
weekend are welcome to buy-
in for $250 in that tournament. 
For more information, contact 
the GSA offi ce at 406-243-
5405.
Tinkle hopes 
bigger lineup 
will stop 
EWU Eagles
Jake Grilley
MONTANA KAIMIN
Not many Grizzly basketball 
fans had Jan. 24 circled on their 
calendars as a must-win. But 
coming into tonight’s game against 
Eastern Washington, Montana is 1-
4 in conference and second to last 
in the Big Sky standings.
Sophomore guard Cameron 
Rundles believes that the Grizzlies’ 
season could very well hinge on the 
outcome of tonight’s game.
“This is the biggest game of the 
season,” Rundles said. “Because 
after this, we go on the road for 
three games, and it is tough to win 
on the road, no matter where you 
are at.”
Head coach Wayne Tinkle is 
hesitant to label any regular season 
game as a must-win. 
“The only must-wins in my book 
are the ones in the postseason,” 
Tinkle said. “The ones when your 
season’s over if you don’t win it.”
However, Tinkle won’t discount 
the fact that tonight’s game is 
critical.
“We can’t get off to a 0-3 start 
at home in conference,” he said. 
“We know we have a lot of time in 
front of us, but we know we need to 
come out and dominate that game 
from start to fi nish. And get a win 
so we can keep the momentum 
going.”
Andris DeLeon and the Eagles 
hope to stop the Grizzlies from 
gaining any momentum.
DeLeon was named Big Sky 
player of the week after his 
career-high 42-point effort against 
Northern Colorado on Thursday. 
Rundles said it is nearly 
impossible to stop a player like 
DeLeon. 
“A guy like that is hard to stop,” 
Rundles said. “If he does make 
shots we are going to make every 
shot tough and wear him down so 
those shots he’d usually be making 
he will be missing coming down 
the stretch.”
Tinkle said it would be up to the 
guards to step up to the challenge 
of playing against a scorer like 
DeLeon.
“Basically it is going to come 
down to us manning up and taking 
the challenge to stop him and be 
better than him that night,” Tinkle 
said.
Tinkle also said he will continue 
to use a big lineup in hopes of 
gaining a physical advantage 
against the Eagles.
“I think we are going to stick 
with it for a while just because we 
liked how we get to set the tone of 
the game physically,” Tinkle said. 
“We get to bang into people, set 
screens and crash the glass and 
really set that tone.”
Senior power forward Andrew 
Strait said the bigger lineup takes 
some pressure off him and junior 
forward Jordan Hasquet down low.
Strait said the team is focusing 
on preventing the Eagles guards 
from controlling the tempo of the 
game.
Alisia Muhlestein/ Montana Kaimin
Junior forward Jordan Hasquet drives the ball through Weber State’s Kellen McCoy for a slam dunk. Despite Hasquet’s 16 points, the Griz still suffered a disappointing 
67-68 loss. 
Track and fi eld team runs into rival MSU
With the season in front of them, 
the University of Montana track 
and fi eld team will be faced with 
an old rival right away. On Friday, 
the team will be heading indoors 
at Bozeman for the Montana State 
Open.  
After a fourth-place fi nish by 
the men and a fi fth-place fi nish by 
the women in last year’s indoor 
championships, the Grizzlies are 
setting their sights high for 2008.  
“We feel like we’re better than 
the fi fth (men) and sixth (women) 
that we were predicted to fi nish in 
the preseason poll,” head coach 
Tom Raunig said. “We feel like 
we’re a strong team across the 
board, especially with our throwers, 
distance and multi-event.”
Although the invitational isn’t 
scored, the rivalry against Montana 
State is still very important to the 
team.
“We’re taking it as a rivalry 
meet and doing everything we 
can to embarrass Montana State, 
whether it’s a scored event or not,” 
junior sprinter James Brown said.  
Brown, who is coming off a 
hernia surgery this season, says 
Montana State has always been an 
average team in the middle of the 
pack, and he hopes to get to the top 
of the conference and go for the 
Big Sky Championship.  
Although the team lost some 
key athletes - including standout 
high jumper Ryan Grinnell - 
Raunig, who coaches both the men 
and women, said he has noticed a 
fairly evenly matched conference. 
“There’s a chance that if you 
have a good or bad meet you could 
rise or fall pretty quickly in the 
standings,” he said. “There’s a lot 
of parity.”  
Last weekend at the Washington 
State Open, Curtis Bean, Brittany 
Williams, Jake Stevens and Abbey 
Effertz all qualifi ed in throwing 
events. At the Washington Indoor 
Preview, Allie Brosh and Duncan 
Hendrick qualifi ed after running the 
3,000-meter races. Brosh fi nished 
13th with a time of 10:19.19, and 
Hendrick placed 14th in the men’s 
race with a time of 8:36.96.  
Last season, the team added 
captains in an effort to promote 
team unity, and that effort 
continues this season.  
“With teams as large as we 
have (43 men and 37 women on 
the active rosters), you tend to not 
know your teammates, and having 
these team meetings and functions 
really helps,” Effertz said.  
This season, the coaching staff 
is particularly stressing more unity 
and focus.  
Ben Prez
MONTANA KAIMIN
See BASKETBALL, page 6
See TRACK, page 6
6   Sports
Montana Kaimin            Thursday, January 24, 2008
BASKETBALL
Continued from page 5
TRACK
Continued from page 5
“We are putting a big focus 
on containing the dribble drive 
and just squaring up to the ball,” 
Strait said. “We are trying to get 
our guards to do everything they 
can to keep their guards out of the 
paint.”
Rundles agreed that containing 
the Eagles perimeter play is 
crucial.
“They are a perimeter-oriented 
offense and they like to get things 
in transition,” Rundles said. “If 
we can stop their transition, make 
them face our defense, take good 
shots, and have fewer than 10 
turnovers, we will be OK on the 
defensive end.”
Strait said tonight’s contest will 
be crucial in building his team’s 
confi dence. 
“It will be huge, especially 
before we head out on the road for 
three games,” Strait said. “We lost 
some tough ones this weekend but 
we are climbing the ladder and we 
are getting better.”
Tinkle said he believes being 
positive and relaxed is the key to 
success. 
“If we can just go out and play 
for 40 minutes then we will start 
closing games out and turning 
things around,” Tinkle said. 
Rundles echoed his coach’s 
statement. 
“It is the middle of January 
– every one knows all the plays, 
everyone knows the system – and 
so now we need to stop focusing 
on that so much and just play,” 
he said. “If we go out there and 
play instead of worrying that we 
are 1-4, worrying about this set or 
worrying about the score, and play 
from the tip, everything else will 
just take care of itself.”
“We’re stressing keeping out of 
bars and not drinking, because we 
want everyone to be healthy and 
cheering for each other,” senior 
distance runner Kaci Calaway 
said.  
This new sense of focus will 
hopefully lead to a higher fi nish in 
the conference.  
“The team is looking amazing 
this year,” Bean said.  “Our throwing 
and running is amazing right now, 
and hopefully if everything goes 
well, we can make it to Nationals.” 
Although Weber State, 
Sacramento State, and Northern 
Arizona are picked high in the 
preseason polls, Montana State 
always provides a particular sense 
of motivation.  
“I think everyone is pumped and 
we’re trying to show what we’re 
made of,” junior multi-events 
competitor Amber Aikins said. 
“We’re not going to show the Cats 
any mercy.” 
The Grizzlies will be facing 
Montana State, MSU-Billings and 
the University of Mary on Friday 
with fi eld events starting at 4:30 
p.m. and running events starting at 
5:30 p.m.  
Welcome to Montana CBA basketball, Wedman
In case you haven’t heard, Great 
Falls Explorers owner Michael 
Tuckman has been crowned public 
enemy number one by many fans 
believing he has been the architect 
of a crumbling year. Players not 
paid. Bounced checks. Evictions. 
A fi red coach. Tuckman has moved 
on, with a new coach, new players, 
presumably erasing old debt. But at 
one time, Scott Wedman was there 
as head coach, breathing Montana 
air, trying to swim in the sewers of 
semi-pro basketball. For a three-
month chronicle of Continental 
Basketball Association life, look 
no further than through Scott 
Wedman’s eyes.     
November 15: Seattle, Wash. 
Ten days after training camp 
opens, the team is in Washington 
to take on Yakima.   
After Tuckman’s bird touches 
down in Seattle, he and Wedman 
meet for the fi rst time. While 
Wedman admits he was “very 
elated” after breaking bread 
with his new owner and for the 
opportunity to coach the Explorers, 
he says the mood changed when 
Tuckman could only provide less 
than half the promised per diem to 
the players and coaches for their 
15-day road trip. I would’ve loved 
to see this fi rst encounter. I can 
only imagine:
Tuckman: Put it right here! 
How’s the hot water at the 
apartment, coach? 
Wedman: It fi nally went on the 
other day! But … Mr. Tuckman, 
about the per diem, can we get that 
so we can eat?          
Tuckman: Funny you should 
ask…
December 1: Butte, Mont.
“The players were really 
excited to be back, and they were 
also promised to be paid $500,” 
said Wedman, who adds that after 
Tuckman enters the team bus and 
hands the team only $250 each, 
the players motion to call a team 
meeting about their fi nancial 
situation. 
Tuckman apparently doesn’t 
like what he hears. 
“He just downright, basically 
said to us, you don’t like the 
payment, then let me make it easy 
on you. You’re all fi red,” recalls 
Wedman. 
Problem is, there is still a 
game to be played against the 
Butte Daredevils. Tuckman and 
Wedman talk, cool down, and 
everyone is let back onto the team. 
Butte gets a late bucket to beat the 
Explorers by two. 
Tuckman was unavailable for 
comment on the incident.       
December 4: Great Falls, Mont. 
It’s 5 p.m., an hour before 
their fi rst tip-off, and the whole 
team is at Wedman’s apartment, 
contemplating. 
“That was one of the fi rst times 
that we really considered not 
playing because of the situation,” 
says Wedman. 
The situation goes beyond 
paychecks. The landlord has 
been nagging the players at their 
quarters, and eviction notices have 
began showing up, according to 
Wedman. The Explorers decide to 
play and are throttled by Yakima 
111-97. The following week, 
Wedman says the team is paid in 
full for the fi rst time. He says on 
Dec. 14, the squad is also given 
full checks at the Halftime Sports 
Bar, with the transaction taking 
place on a gambling table. Is it just 
me, or is the gambling table really 
ironic?      
  
December 26: Kansas City, Mo.
While three players can’t make 
it to Kansas City after a fi ve-day 
break, the team arrives on the 
26th, where Wedman says the 
players and coaches were paid in 
full. Several hours later, Wedman 
says several checks bounced, 
and with Tuckman on a skiing 
vacation, the three game road 
trip is in serious jeopardy. CBA 
brass Dennis Truax and Benito 
Fernandez convince Wedman to 
stay in the Midwest, and vow to 
meet him in Oklahoma City with 
an undisclosed amount of money, 
which Wedman agrees to, and 
then suits one of his assistants 
up to accommodate for the three 
missing players. Honestly, at this 
point, I don’t think Jackie Moon 
and his free pancake night could 
save this franchise. 
    
January 3: Great Falls, Mont. 
According to Wedman, 
Tuckman calls and congratulates 
him after the Minot win, and 
the two speak about the players’ 
frustration about not being paid. 
Wedman also says he brought 
up for the fi rst time a trade he 
was working on, a package deal 
that would send forwards Nate 
Green and Najeeb Echols to Rio 
Grande for Mike Dean, the CBA’s 
leading scorer. Two days later, 
Wedman and his players refuse to 
take the fl oor until they are paid. 
While Wedman says he heard 
management “tried to pull three 
guys out of the stands” to salvage 
the game, Great Falls forfeits at 
home against Butte. Tuckman then 
fi res Wedman and his assistants, 
telling the Great Falls Tribune it 
was because of ‘poor coaching.’ 
Wedman’s three-month stint is 
over and over half his players 
follow. Don’t ask about the three 
guys in the stands. 
Tuckman has found an interim 
head coach and replacement 
players, and the Explorers will 
fi nish the season, even though 
he owes $10,000 on rent fees to 
Spectacor Management Group, 
who manages Four Seasons 
Arena.  
Wedman said he has no 
vengeful feelings. There will be 
no lawsuit. You get the sense a 
man gets tired of chasing money 
after a while.   
“I don’t regret anything. It was 
a great experience. I only wish we 
had a video camera, this would 
have really made a great reality 
TV series,” he said. 
Real World, Great Falls? 
Wedman chuckles.
“Nah. More like Survivor.”
Roman Stubbs
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Massage therapist’s fi rst call 
after fi nding lifeless Ledger 
was to Mary-Kate Olsen
NEW YORK (AP) – A massage 
therapist who discovered a lifeless 
Heath Ledger in his Manhattan 
apartment made her fi rst call to 
Mary-Kate Olsen, according to an 
in-depth timeline police released 
Wednesday of the moments 
surrounding the Australian-born 
actor’s death.
Police said Ledger probably 
died sometime between 1 p.m. 
and 2:45 p.m. on Tuesday of 
what authorities say may be an 
accidental drug overdose.
Authorities found six types of 
prescription drugs in Ledger’s 
apartment, including pills to treat 
insomnia and anxiety, according to 
two law enforcement offi cials who 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
because the investigation is 
ongoing. Three of the drugs were 
prescribed in Europe, where 
Ledger had been fi lming recently.
Ledger’s housekeeper, Teresa 
Solomon, arrived at his apartment 
with her own key and let herself in. 
At 1 p.m., she went to his bedroom 
to change a light bulb, and saw 
Ledger sleeping and heard him 
snoring. She left the room without 
thinking anything was wrong.
At 2:45 p.m., massage therapist 
Diana Wolozin showed up for her 
appointment with Ledger, who 
didn’t answer when she knocked 
on his door. She then tried to call 
him on his cell phone, but again 
got no response. She went into the 
bedroom, set up her massage table 
and again tried to wake Ledger.
Wolozin told police that Ledger 
was cold to the touch, but that she 
assumed he was just unconscious. 
She grabbed his cell phone and 
called Mary Kate Olsen, whose 
number was programmed into 
the phone. Wolozin knew that 
the “Full House” star and Ledger 
were friends, and she asked Olsen 
for advice on what she should do 
next.
Olsen, who also lives in 
Manhattan but was in California 
at the time, responded by saying 
she would send over her private 
security guards to help deal with 
the situation. In the ensuing 
moments, Wolozin realized that 
Ledger might be dead. She called 
Olsen again, then called 911.
The emergency operator 
provided Wolozin directions on 
how to do CPR, but it was too 
late.
Paramedics arrived minutes 
later – at about the same time as 
Olsen’s security guards.
Messages left at telephone 
numbers listed for Wolozin 
and Solomon were not returned 
Wednesday.
Obama says Clinton 
engaging in doubletalk 
ROCK HILL, S.C. (AP) – 
Democrat Barack Obama questioned 
Hillary Rodham Clinton’s candor 
and trustworthiness Wednesday, 
saying she has indulged in double-
talk on bankruptcy laws, trade and 
other issues.
The Illinois senator’s comments, 
continuing a theme he has stressed 
in recent days, may have contributed 
to an outburst by former President 
Clinton, who rebuked Obama and 
sharply accused journalists of 
treating him more gently than they 
treat the Clintons.
The atmosphere grew more 
charged throughout the day after 
Clinton’s campaign aired an ad in 
South Carolina suggesting Obama 
approved of Republican ideas.
Questions about the candidates’ 
honesty and consistency have been 
paramount since Monday’s testy 
presidential debate between Obama 
and Clinton, with former senator 
John Edwards sometimes chiming 
in. Obama, campaigning exclusively 
in the state ahead of Saturday’s 
Democratic primary, is portraying 
Sen. Clinton as an old-school 
politician willing to shade the truth.
At two stops Wednesday, Obama 
mocked the New York senator 
for saying she voted for a 2001 
bankruptcy bill but was happy it did 
not become law.
In a similar vein, Obama said 
Clinton originally praised the North 
American Free Trade Agreement, 
enacted during her husband’s 
presidency, but now criticizes 
aspects of it.
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Clickity–click
Kenneth Billinton/ Montana Kaimin
Jamie Harris and Will Hubert, both students at the University, work on last-minute registration on the computers in Griz 
Central Wednesday afternoon.
LAKE NORMAN, N.C. 
(AP) – Nuclear reactors across 
the Southeast could be forced 
to throttle back or temporarily 
shut down later this year because 
drought is drying up the rivers and 
lakes that supply power plants with 
the awesome amounts of cooling 
water they need to operate.
Utility offi cials say such 
shutdowns probably wouldn’t 
result in blackouts. But they could 
lead to shockingly higher electric 
bills for millions of Southerners, 
because the region’s utilities 
may be forced to buy expensive 
replacement power from other 
energy companies.
Already, there has been one 
brief, drought-related shutdown, 
at a reactor in Alabama over the 
summer.
“Water is the nuclear industry’s 
Achilles’ heel,” said Jim Warren, 
executive director of N.C. Waste 
Awareness and Reduction 
Network, an environmental group 
critical of nuclear power. “You 
need a lot of water to operate 
nuclear plants.” He added: “This is 
becoming a crisis.”
An Associated Press analysis 
of the nation’s 104 nuclear 
reactors found that 24 are in areas 
experiencing the most severe 
levels of drought. 
Water crisis in Southeast
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